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IK a ocontinued inveastigation of the heariwood constituents of Podocarpus
spicatus we have isolated a further lignan, m,p, 113,5°, [a) D25 - 35,6°%, in
addition to the previcusly reported matairesinoll and conidendrin,l The
compound has formula 020n26°6’ possesses two methoxy groups and four
hydroxy groups, two of which are phenolis, and is formmlated as a lignan
by the close similarity of the ultra-violet spectrum with those of
matairesinol, conidendrin and isolariciresinol, With the assumption that
the substitution pattern is of the common 4-hydroxy-3-methoxy type the
structure of the lignan can only be formulated as (-)-2:3-bis(4'-hydroxy-
3t-pethoxybensyl)-butan-1:4-diol (I),
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The lignan has not been previously isolated from natural sources but
has been detested by paper chromatography among the hydrogenation products
of p:l.no:.'ui.nol.2 To indicate its structural relationship the name seco-~

isolariciresinol is proposed for the lignan,

The structure has been confirmed by a synthesis froa (-)-matairesinol,
LiAlH 4 reduction of the dibenzyl derivative of matairesinol gave a diol,
hydrogenolysis of which removed the bensyl groups to give a product which
was identical in all respects with seco-isolariciresinol, From the work of
Schrecker and Hartw0115 the synthesies leads to the absolute configuration

of seco-isolariciresinol as 2L, 3D,
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